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Great Reads for Summer | BY KARLA J. STRAND

The Hounding
By Xenobe Purvis
Henry Holt and Company

Something is amiss in the 18th-century vil-
lage of Little Nettlebed and, of course, it
centers on the Mansfield sisters. These
five young women have always been a lit-
tle strange, but when neighbors begin to
hear barking, fears and rumors start to
take hold. With comparisons to Shirley
Jackson’s “The Lottery” and Arthur Miller’s
The Crucible, this debut is beautifully writ-
ten and wonderfully dreadful. Told through
the perspectives of five villagers, The
Hounding is a dark and atmospheric ex-
ploration of safety, groupthink, belonging
and believability.

Clam Down: A Metamorphosis
By Anelise Chen
One World

We’ve all heard the phrase “clam up” used
to describe a person who suddenly no
longer wants to talk about a particular top-
ic. But when Chen’s mother tells her to
“clam down” after her divorce, Chen
doesn’t just take it as a typo. Instead, she
retreats, hides, goes into her shell for safe-
ty, reflection and relief. In her remarkably
unigue memoir, Chen examines mollusk
life, her adaptation of it and the circum-
stances that led her to it. By exploring
abandonment, self-protection, family and
freedom, Chen provides a stunning narra-
tive of connection and transformation.
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DisElderly Conduct: The Flawed
Business of Assisted Living and
Hospice

By Judy Karofsky

New Village Press

If you, like me, are caring for or con-
cerned about aging parents, this book

is for you (and your parents). Through

her own story of helping her own elderly
mother, Karofsky unravels the web of
challenges presented by assisted living
and hospice facilities —from high staff
turnover and even higher prices to neglect
and low standards of care. Most of these
centers are for-profit and largely unregulat-
ed. As the demand for elder care grows
exponentially, Karofsky advocates for fed-
eral and state intervention and oversight
of elder care institutions.

Jim: The Life and Afterlives of
Huckleberry Finn’s Comrade
By Shelley Fisher Fishkin

Yale University Press

Preeminent Mark Twain scholar Fisher
Fishkin has written one of two recent mon-
umental works about Jim, the memorable
Twain character first encountered in Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn. While Percival
Everett’s James envisages Adventures
from Jim’s point of view, Fisher Fishkin’s
Jim is an expertly researched examination
of the character, Twain’s motivation for
writing him and the controversies sur-
rounding his portrayal. Fisher Fishkin pro-

vides a master class in literary history and
criticism while making a strong case for
Twain’s intentionality in writing a story
challenging popular depictions of slavery
and the treatment of enslaved peoples.

Palm Meridian

By Grace Flahive
Avid Reader Press

In 2067 and a partially underwater Florida,
Hannah Cardin is enjoying her last few
days of life at Palm Meridian Retirement
Resort. Hannah has terminal cancer and is
determined to go out on her own terms at
this bawdy utopian home for queer re-
tirees. For her last night, she plans a wild
party at which the love of her life, whom
she hasn’t seen in 40 years, will be. Has
Hannah made the right choices? Flahive
explores memory and presence, love and
regret, life and death in this funny, heartfelt
and hopeful debut.

The Tilting House

By Ivonne Lamazares
Counterpoint

Cuban-born author Lamazares has written
this lush and lyrical coming-of-age novel
about two estranged sisters brought up
under very different circumstances. Yuri is
a teenage orphan being raised by her
strict religious aunt in Cuba, and Mariela is
a 34-year-old artist from the United
States. When Mariela arrives in Cuba
claiming Yuri is her sister, Yuri struggles to
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How Pop Culture
Created the
Unstable Single Woman
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make sense of her new realities. Against
the backdrop of a chaotic Cuba, The Tilt-
ing House is a sweeping exploration of im-
migration, exile, mother-daughter
relationships, loss and home.

Single and Psycho: How Pop
Culture Created the Unstable
Single Woman

By Caroline Young

The University Press of Kentucky

Who doesn’t recall Glenn Close boiling
Michael Douglas’ daughter’s bunny in
Fatal Attraction? Or Jennifer Jason Leigh’s
obsession with Bridget Fonda in Single
White Female? In her latest book, Young
exposes the roots of the unstable single
woman trope while exploring her own ex-
periences as a prime example. Full of well-
researched social history of films and
books employing this characterization and
humorous, relatable stories, Single and
Psycho is a delightful—and infuriating—
examination of the sexism and ageism
underlying this harmful stereotype.

Songs of No Provenance
By Lydi Conklin
Catapult

Conklin, the author of the short story
collection Rainbow Rainbow, has written
their first full-length novel, which centers
on Joan Vole, a singer grappling with an
onstage incident she’s sure will tank her
burgeoning career. With themes of au-
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thenticity, trans and nonbinary identities,
sexuality, fame and more, this debut is
funny, candid and compelling. Conklin has
given life to awkward, lovable, imperfect
Joan, a character whose complexities and
challenges readers will relate to and reflect
upon long after the final page.

How to Lose Your Mother:
A Daughter’s Memoir

By Molly Jong-Fast

Viking

Writer, podcaster and political analyst
Jong-Fast has written a compelling mem-
oir that’s as humorous as it is deadly seri-
ous. In 2023, her mother, Erica Jong, the
author of the feminist classic Fear of Fly-
ing, was diagnosed with dementia, and
her husband, with cancer. After a year that
could’ve broken her, Jong-Fast instead
candidly reflects on her unsatisfying and
intense relationship with her mother, an al-
coholic whose desire for fame outweighed
her appetite for being truly present for
motherhood. The result is a wickedly fun-
ny and unapologetic exploration into fame,
addiction, acceptance and adulthood.

Erased: What American
Patriarchy Has Hidden From Us

By Anna Malaika Tubbs
Flatiron Books

Coming on the heels of The Three Mothers,
her biography of Berdis Baldwin (mother
to James), Alberta King (mother to Martin

Luther) and Louise Little (mother to
Malcolm X), Tubbs’ latest book expertly
reckons with patriarchy and its impacts
on all Americans, not just women. By
inextricably linking patriarchy to racism,
Tubbs demonstrates the power of these
manufactured systems to feed American
society a steady diet of white suprema-
cist, cisgender, heterosexual gender
normativity and assimilation. Through
personal narratives and histories, Tubbs
defines patriarchy, traces its genealogies,
maps its courses and provides hopeful
alternatives.

Tell Her Story: Eleanor Bumpurs &
the Police Killing That Galvanized
New York City

By LaShawn Harris
Beacon Press

When award-winning historian Harris was
10 years old, a neighbor was brutally killed
by police. The 66-year-old woman was a
disabled Black grandmother and beloved
by her New York City community, but she
was behind on her rent. On October 29,
1984, police officer Stephen Sullivan shot
and killed her in her home as she was be-
ing evicted. Her name was Eleanor
Bumpurs, and her assassination set off a
wave of community outrage and activism
that sparked a movement against police
violence and racist brutality. Harris” impec-
cably researched and elegantly written
volume brings new visibility to this signifi-
cant story.
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